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The communities that have made up Belle Vernon Area Football 
1922 through 2014

Team Won Lost Ties Games Played

Marion Generals
Orange & Black
1938-1950

64 36 12 112

Fayette City Bulldogs
Red & White
1927 – 1938

31 64 7 102

North Belle Vernon 
Jackrabbits
Navy and White
1938 – 1945

4 53 4 61

Belle Vernon Wildcats
Blue and Gold
1922 - 1945

87 76 15 178

Vernon Bulldogs
White, Blue and Gold
1946 – 1950

26 14 2 42

Bellmar Hurricances
Black and Gold
1951 – 1964

85 37 7 129

Rostraver Leopards
Green and White
1933 – 1964

123 130 25 278

Belle Vernon Area 
Leopards
Gold and White
1965 – 2014

279 226 7 512

TOTALS 699 635 79 1414

A special thanks to Dr. Roger Saylor of Hobe Sounds, Florida for compiling the records
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BVA Football Hall of Fame:  Welcome!
When the inaugural Belle Area Football Hall of Fame class was inducted in 2000, games at 
James Weir Stadium were being played on a grass field.
Since then, the BVA Football Hall of Fame, Weir Stadium and BVA School District have come 
a long way.
Tonight, we will be inducting the 158th, 159th, 160th, 161st, 162nd and 163rd former standout 
players, coaches and special contributors to a football program dating back nearly a century.
Tonight, new state-of-art artificial turf replaces the original turf that was installed in 2001 in “The 
Weir,” enabling use of the stadium an average of 60 times a year (not counting practices) not 
only for football but for girls and boys soccer, band, kid football, commencement, track and 
softball practices and other activities.
Tonight, the stadium also will debut a modern new scoreboard, enhanced sound system and 
brighter, new lights which replace lights installed almost 60 years ago.
Tonight, BVA marks the start of the 2015-16 academic year and sports seasons that 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the merger between the former Bellmarette and 
Rostraver School Districts. The very first Leopards football team, coached by James K. (Jimmy) 
Russell, posted a 5-4 record in 1965.
The distinguished class being inducted into BVA Football Hall of Fame dates back to the 1940s, 
when four components of today’s school district played against each other.
The honorees are Bert Osborne, age 86, a Marion High School star; U.S. Air Force Col. Gary 
Jenkins, Class of ’86, a three-year BVA letterman and team captain; Ted Pettko, a two-time 
conference all-star; Barry “Skitch” Senich, standout on an undefeated 1962 Rostraver High 
School team; and Brian Eckles, a tough-as-they-get lineman who made 29 unassisted tackles 
in a single game.
Our special inductee is Mike J. Dominick, a 1965 Bellmar grad, who, although he didn’t play 
football here, nevertheless went on to become one of the most successful scholastic football 
coaches in Pennsylvania history.
We call your attention to a special article about the stadium that we affectionately call “The Weir.” 
The article was prompted by inquires from newcomers and young people wanting information 
about the long-time, legendary BVA Athletic Director James Weir who retired in 1987 and died 
in 2008.
As members of the small committee that raises funds and has sustained the BVA Football Hall 
of Fame for 16 years now, we welcome your participation and support. We follow a credo: “To 
preserve and honor student-athletes, teams, coaches and contributors who have helped bring 
recognition and excellence to our school’s storied football program.”

Thank you.

Darrin Belsick, Bill Blick, John Zunic, Stephen Russell, Joe Grata, Jack Fayak and Rob Harhai. 

(An informative booklet by our BVA Hall of Fame Historian Steve Russell and titled “The His-
tory of BVA High School Football” can be purchased for $10 by sending to BVA Football Hall of 
Fame, 270 Crest Ave., Belle Vernon, PA, 15012)
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Class of 2000

Charles P. Ahlborn, D.M.D. Gary Cramer Joseph D. Rudolph
Jim W. Bair Milton Dupree Thomas A. Vitale, Sr.

Art “Banner” Bandini Craig M. Fayak Donald Brougher
Ronald Basile Richard “Dick” Fields Danny Wassilchalk
Gene Belczyk John F. Hewitt John Edward Wozniak

James T. Brown Don Klochak Andrew “Zip” Zabawsky
Jessie Burkes Frank Mascara Special Inductees 
Ron Coates Frank W. Mazzei James Weir

Louis S. Comadena Raymond E. Mullen Ed R. Hogan
Paul E. Comadena Ronald Quinto Bap Manzini

Bill Contz Bert Rechichar Bill Leithold

Class of 2001

Raymond “Ram” Barker Marlon McIntyre Pete R. Zelenko
Frank A. Bello Eugene “Casey” Melvin Special Inductees

Bill Blick Earl H. Neil Harry S. Muckle
Richard S. Caputo Al Jo Neupaver Donald Williams

Gary Dongilli John Pakish Jeffrey Petrucci
David Driver Terrence W. Peto 1995 WPIAL Class AAA 

Peter J. Duda Drew Rainey and Keystone
Wayne Hewitt Jeffrey F. Sefchock Championship Team 
Dave Kovscek Samuel Sergi
Norman Legg George Trenk

Class of 2002

David Bashada Frank E. Mascara Louis M. Wenick
Michael C. Fields George W. Rainey Mark J. Wenick
Ralph Iacoboni Earl Thompson Special Inductees

Frank D. Joseph Ernie “Sonny” Trozzo George Estok
Joseph “Joey” Lopez Joe Vadella Joesph D. Sarra Sr.

Robert “Bobby” Lynch, M.D. Babe Weightman
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Class of 2003

John Adametz Norman Luce Ed Weightman
Roy Evans Mike Metikosh Special Inductees

Tom Johnston Jason Murray Dale Hamer
Dan Kovatch R.J. Pabis Elizabeth Hurley-Rainey
Denny Lotti Mike Spitznagel

Class of 2004

Jim R. Cramer Ed “Mickey” Miller Special Inductee
Jack Jolley Raymond “Ray” Sanino Mark “Cookie” Cook

Ron Krepps Jr. George P. Turner

Class of 2005

Eugene Dolfi Jason Nogy Special Inductee
Dave Legg Russ Theakston Stephen V. Russell

Frank Manown

Class of 2006

Wayne “Skip” Bruce Walter L. Sickles Special Inductee
Larry E. Comadena Dennis Steiner John K. Clark Jr.

James J. Reed Rudy L. Suzich

Class of 2007

Kenneth Paul Callaway James Eley Special Inductee
Brian Chorba Steve Shearson Joe Grata

Class of 2008

Tom Biksey Justin Jennings Special Inductees
Jack L. Curran Curt McCarthy Joe “Coach K” Kroskie
Jamie Guerra Jon Miller Tomm Lazar
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Class of 2009

Dave Fields Ronald J. Schmidt Special Inductee
Alvin “Creep” Hussar Adam R. Spitznagel  John R. Bunardzya
Michael K. Sauritch Dan Wassilchalk

Class of 2010

Galen Brown Jim Schivley Special Inductee
Jesse J. “Tink” Cramer Jr. Robert “Rob” Street Francis J. “Fran” Delmastro

Ryan Patrick Russell

Class of 2011

Darrin Belsick Brett Kalakewich Special Inductees
Dennis Carson Ben Keffer Brian Herman
Dana Chester Frank E. Indof

Class of 2012

Shawn Dominico Rich Triggiani Special Inductees
Jereme Dudzinski Tom Young James C. Bush

Jason Shawley Bernadine Fabriziani
1962 Rostraver HS

Leopards WPIAL Champs

Class of 2013

Shaun Baker Rich Planey Special Inductee
Josh Cramer Greg Shearson Jesse J. Cramer
Doug Indof

Class of 2014

Dennis Delmastro Vaughn Hewitt Special Inductee
Roy Dudgeon Erick Pabis Donald Asmonga

Jon Fowler
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Jim Weir
Belle Vernon Area students and residents are well aware of James Weir Stadium, a.k.a. “The Weir.”
It’s our venue for athletics, band activities, cheer practice, commencement and other events, an epicenter of town-
and-gown relations and a landmark for more than a half-century.
But it’s understandable if you’ve wondered, “Who’s he?”
The stadium was named for the legendary Mr. Weir in 1982, before you were born. He retired in 1987, before you 
were born. And he died in 2008, before you arrived at high school.
Teachers and administrators who are post-Weir era hires or who come from outside the area also know the name 
yet likely know little about the man.
“Who’s he?” could take this entire edition of Leopard Tales to answer, as attested by a seven-page bio prepared for 
his induction into the Mid-Mon Valley All-Sports Hall of Fame in 1970.
So the following few highlights must suffice to introduce the colorful, soft-spoken yet firm former teacher, coach and 
athletic director, testimony to why the stadium was named in his honor and therein symbolizes the esteem afforded 
him by so many BVA people:
• Although a knee injury forced him to watch from the sidelines, Mr. Weir was captain of the Waynesburg College 

football team that played in the nation’s first televised football game (against Fordham at Randall’s Island 
Stadium in New York in 1939).

• He was paid $50 a game by the semi-pro McKeesport Olympics who, “in the day,” played the Pittsburgh Steelers.
• Three months after beginning his teaching career in 1941 at his alma mater, the since-demolished Rostraver 

High School, he was drafted into the Army where he coached football in a World War II military activities 
program initiated at the direction of then Gen. Dwight Eisenhower.

• Mr. Weir coached football (and drove the team bus to away games) at Rostraver High through the mid-1950s. 
He and his players made up the security detail when President Harry S Truman visited. His protégés included 
former NFL star Bert Rechichar, who still lives here, and former Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. Ernest P. Kline, a 
Webster native.

• When Rostraver and Bellmar merged into today’s BVA School District, Mr. Weir was named “coordinator of 
athletics,” using diplomacy to smooth the transition of two old rivals.

• In 1974, when BVA had a girls’ gymnastics team but no coach, Mr. Weir stepped in, overseeing them as they 
performed remarkably to win the state championship despite his professing to know little more than a “belly 
roll” about the sport. The achievement earned him recognition in the Sports Illustrated feature, “Faces in the 
Crowd.”

• For his retirement (I was co-chair), a banquet was held in his honor at the high school cafeteria, a sellout that 
overflowed into the gym. Even Pittsburgh Pirates hero Bill Mazeroski showed up. Old cronies participated in a 
“roast” that climaxed with the surprise presentation of PeeWee II, a dachshund puppy that replaced his first dog 
and constant companion, a gift that caused the guy once known as “The Bear” to break out in tears.

It wasn’t the first time that sentiment overtook Mr. Weir, also affectionately known at various times as Big Buddah, 
Fox, Nup and, in latter years, simply as “Captain Jim.”
At the 1982 dedication of BVA stadium in his honor, while he was expressing appreciation to the crowd, faces 
turned to the sky to watch a single-engine plane that appeared overhead.
“All of a sudden, nobody was paying attention to me,” he would say later. “I stopped and looked up too.”
The plane towed a banner declaring, “BVA Loves Our Jim Weir.”
Those of us who valued his friendship, who appreciated his guidance, who respected his demeanor, who embraced 
his objective of creating a better BVA…well, we still do!
Who’s Jim Weir?
Now you know.
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Mike J. Dominick 
Class of 1965

As one of the most successful scholastic 
football coaches in Pennsylvania during a 
career spanning 28 years, Mike Dominick 
emphasized preparation, execution, 
sportsmanship and teamwork. 

His formula for achievement went far 
beyond the playing fields where Dominick, a 
Belle Vernon native, roamed the sidelines as 
a coach at Ridgway Area, Downingtown Area 
and Coatesville Area high schools. 

“I was blessed with skilled assistant 
coaches, dedicated players and the support 
of loyal friends and fans,” said Dominick, 67, 
a 1965 Bellmar High School graduate now 
living in Downingtown, west of Philadelphia. 
“More important, I had the support and 
inspiration of my family – my children and 
especially my wife Rae.”

The importance of family was forged as 
Dominick, son of the late Albert and Eunice 
A. (Volpi) Dominick, grew up on Market 
Street in Belle Vernon. “My parents provided 
a loving home and taught me about respect, 
responsibility, discipline and other facets of life that helped me over the years.” 

Although he earned acclaim as a football coach, Dominick didn’t play the sport at Bellmar, where he 
was an outstanding basketball player. “I loved basketball and based on the recommendation of our coach, 
Ken Clark, I decided to concentrate on one sport. It’s something I will always regret.”

After Bellmar, Dominick earned a Bachelor of Science degree at Clarion University in 1969, after 
which he was hired as a science and biology teacher at Ridgway Area High in Elk County. 

“I was hired to coach the ninth grade basketball team and also was asked by the head varsity football 
coach, Pat Mondock, if I would be interested in being head coach of the freshman football team,” Dominick 
said. “I told him I didn’t play high school or college football and he said, ‘I don’t need an ex-player, I need 
a good teacher and you’re a good teacher.’ ”

Dominick accepted and embarked on a crash course of football knowledge. The rest is history. In 28 
years of coaching football he compiled a record of 235-42-6. As a head coach for 14 years, his record was 
116-22-3. His 1974, ‘75, ‘76, ‘81, ‘82 and ‘83 teams at Ridgway were undefeated. His 1985 Downingtown 
team is the only one in school history to go undefeated and untied with a record of 12-0. His 1989 
Coatesville defense did not give up a touchdown during a 10-0-1 regular season. 

As a head coach, he never had a losing season and his record against schools considered “rivals” 
was 17-2-0. 

Awards were plentiful over the years and two are very meaningful: Pennsylvania Scholastic Football 
Coaches Association’s Class A Coach of the Year in 1983 and induction into the PSFCA Hall of Fame in 2007. 
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Dominick interviewed with four Class AAAA schools in the winter of 1984 but chose Downingtown. 
Following his first season there, he received a phone call from Belle Vernon Area AD Jim Weir.

“He was looking for a head football coach. It was something to consider, because BVA was my alma 
mater. The timing just wasn’t right.” 

Dominick resigned from coaching after three years at Downingtown but remained as a teacher. In 
spring of 1988 he was offered the head football job at Coatesville High School, Downingtown’s arch-rival. 

“With my kids in the Downingtown School District, my decision to accept the Coatesville job wasn’t 
a popular one in my own community,” Dominick said. “But Rae and I made it work.” He resigned four 
years later “because I didn’t want to coach against my son Mike, who was playing at Downingtown.” 

Dominick and his wife spend winters at their Florida condo. He keeps busy playing golf, working out, 
rooting for the Steelers, Pirates and Penguins and “watching my grandchildren grow up.” 

The Dominick’s, married 45 years, are the parents of three children and have five grandchildren. 
The family includes: Mike, 38, a relationship manager for Vanguard. He and his wife Jessie live in 
Phoenixville, Pa., with daughters Lyla and Gracie. Annie, 36, an event planner for AO North America, is 
married to Tom Luce. They also live in Phoenixville and have two sons, Mason and Keaton. Marc, 32, 
a salesman for Photometics, and his wife Ginny live in Wesley Chapel, Fla., with a daughter, Harper.

Dominick’s sister Kathie Wilson and her husband Al live in Yardley, Pa.

(Grateful acknowledgement to Ron Paglia for contributing to this biography that appeared in The Valley 
Independent Jan. 3, 2015) 
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Brian “Eck” Eckles 
Class of 1987

In Belle Vernon folklore Brian is 
remembered for his multi-tackles per game. 
One of his teammates, Robbie Klanchar, 
recalls Brian eclipsing thirty tackles in a 
game. Brian recalls that game against Yough 
where he made 29 tackles but some say it 
was 34. During his days in a BVA Leopard 
football uniform which he wore like a 
sculptured statue, Brian was unquestionably 
the heart and soul of the team. Another 
teammate, Craig Fayak recalled, “Brian was 
the kind of player that represented Belle 
Vernon football: tough, hard-nosed, and 
unselfish. And he was a great teammate 
- you just wanted to play well because he 
always gave a hundred percent.” Brian 
recalls Robbie Klanchar, Jeff Indof, George Monios and Larry Conrad as his closest teammates.  

Brian is a 1987 Belle Vernon Area High School graduate remembered today for his gridiron display 
of fearsomeness. Opposition players feared his bruising hits while his peers loved him for his gutsiness 
every Friday night in the fall. In fact, in a game against Yough, their coach Chuck Abramski told his players 
that if they wanted to win they had to get Eckles out of the game in whatever means it took. “Go for his 
knees.”   A real dynamo even at his small stature at 5’9”, 175 pounds, No. 69s heart didn’t know that. He 
liked a challenge and football was his sport for his gritty determination to win at all cost. 

Brian had a second love in sports, baseball, and he recalled his favorite coaches Andy Temoshenka 
and Jack Fayak from his Pony League days. “Coach Fayak helped instill confidence in his players. The 
Pony League Championship was a thrill when I hit a three-run homerun to clinch the win at the Delmont 
Tournament in Greensburg for our Rostraver Pony League team defeating East Huntington 6-5.”  In 
his junior year, Brian excelled in baseball playing the outfield for Coach Asmonga. Brian reminded his 
coaches of that Babe Ruth quote, “It’s hard to beat a person who never gives up.”   

Athletic Director Jim Weir always spoke highly of Brian emphasizing his prowess in two sports - 
football and baseball - as well developed for his age. “Consistent effort and coachable” were watchwords 
Mr. Weir used to exemplify Brian as a playmaker. “As a football player Brian was tough, instinctive and 
going for the ball. A natural athlete, he is talented and skilled.”  

A Big 10 Class AAA Conference All-Star First team selection his senior year, Eckles was a two-year 
starter for the Leps going two ways as a junior at center and defensive tackle. His senior year he was 
strictly defense and was named a Tribune-Review All-District team defensive nose guard and tackle. 
Other accolades included the Uniontown Herald Standard’s Dream Team DT, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
and Pittsburgh Press First Team DL and Washington Observer-Reporter First Team DL. Brian received a 
scholarship to Tarkio College in Missouri. 

 Brian’s coach, Bill Conners, was his biggest fan calling Eckles one of the best linemen he’s ever 
coached and the best in the conference. “Eckles has had a banner campaign leading the tough BVA 
defense that permitted only 48 points in nine games.”  Eckles averaged 17 or more tackles a game, 
including more than 30 hits behind the line of scrimmage. Plus, he blocked four punts. “People just have 
a difficult time blocking him,” Conners said. “He has exceptional strength and quickness. He’s shown a 
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tremendous amount of leadership that has carried over to the rest of the team.”   Eckles confirmed that his 
quickness was the end result of hard work, especially during the summer months. “We had a speed camp 
in the summer and we worked on various types of jumps and strength drills. Eckles averaged 4.6 for the 
40 and was able to hit the 4.4 mark in practice. High on Eckles ability, Coach Conners said, “Teams have 
a difficult time blocking him out. He gets in three or four hits on every play.”  

Brian has a daughter, Mallary, and he is the son of Robert and Janet Laughland Eckles of Rostraver 
Township. 

For more information about the  
Belle Vernon Football Hall of Fame  

contact Darrin Belsick 
724-929-6622 

bvahof@yahoo.com
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Gary Jenkins
Class of 1987

Gary Jenkins’ outstanding performances 
as a three-year BVA football letterman and 
team captain in his 1986 senior season 
served as a mere precursor to what he 
would achieve over the next three decades 
– and counting!

Suffice it to say his current address is 
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., where 
as U.S. Air Force Col. Jenkins he provides 
military advice to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and ultimately to the President, recently 
focused on the Ukraine situation involving 
Russia-aligned rebels.

There are enough athletic, academic 
and military accomplishments to chronicle 
between high school and now to fill a half-
dozen pages of today’s BVA Football Hall 
of Fame commemorative booklet. Our 
committee based Gary Jenkins’ well-
deserved induction on his student career 
while wearing a Leps uniform.

As a tight end, he led Coach Bill 
Connors teams in number of receptions, 
total receiving yards and scoring in both his junior and senior years. The ’86 BVA team posted a 
7-2-1 record before losing to Mount Pleasant in the WPIAL playoffs. As a defensive safety, he led 
the team in interceptions in that final season.

He earned All-Big 10 Conference honorable mention as a junior and first-team as a senior, a 
year in which local newspapers also selected him as “Player of the Week” on several occasions.

Although Gary Jenkins was sought by a number of Division 1 colleges, he chose to play for 
Fisher DeBerry, long-time coach at the U.S. Air Force Academy, where he excelled as a wide 
receiver through his 1992 graduation.

At BVA, he also lettered for three years in basketball under the late Coach Donald Asmonga. He 
was team captain in his junior and senior years, where was earned All-Conference for his athleticism 
and aggressive defensive play.

“Much of my adult success can be traced to the leadership lessons learned on the practice 
field, film room or game settings with many great teammates and coaches,” Gary said. “Your 
consideration of me (into the Hall of Fame) is quite humbling. I am honored someone remembers 
that I once was a pretty good ballplayer when there are so many other players with statistics that 
blow mine from the sky.”

He attributed those “lesson learned” at BVA for enabling him to catapult in the military to far 
larger roles in life and the world.
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So let’s address him for the rest of this “bio” with the respect he has earned: U.S. Air Force Col. 
Gary Jenkins, currently bearing the title of Division Chief on the International Negotiations Division, 
J5, Joint Pentagon Staff, the capacity in which he’s charged with advising the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs and ultimately the President on all things related to treaties and arms control.

His career path has taken him from 2nd Lieutenant in 1992 to Colonel in 2014, from Chief of the 
Satellite Command & Control Section at the Space Command Center at Peterson Air Force Base 
to his current national leadership position in Washington, D.C., from Rostraver Township to Reston, 
Va., where he lives with his wife Valerie and two children, Dean, 3, and Hattie Rose, 1.

Col. Jenkins’ parents, Gary and Rosemary, still reside in Rostraver where he grew up with a 
brother, Robb, a social studies instructor at BVA High School. Robb Jenkins and his wife, Valerie, 
are the parents of a daughter, Madeline, who’ll be a sixth grader here this fall.
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Bert Osborne
Class of 1946

Imagine today’s football players walking to and 
from school for all practices and games. Even for away 
games, a Vesley Bros.-operated school bus picked up 
and dropped off members of the Marion High School 
team at only one spot – the still-standing red-brick 
building in Lower Fairhope.

Bert Osborne Sr. walked the walk, so to speak, for 
all three of his years there, even as a star player.

“I cut over ‘Sandbank Hill,’ crossed an old 
trestle and climbed the hill, even at night,” to reach 
Brownstown and the family home with 13 children, 
he said. He trudged the same path to and from class 
and to and from home for lunch. Each and every day. 
Weather notwithstanding.

The disciplined routine may have helped boost 
his athleticism to become a three-sport standout, 
highlighted by leading the football team as a senior to 
a 7-2 regular season record in 1945 that included wins 
over North Belle Vernon, Belle Vernon and Rostraver, 
three other component schools in today’s merged Belle 
Vernon Area. The Marion Generals lost the Eastern-
Western Conference playoff game to a far superior East Bethlehem team, 13-0, a game played out in 
ankle-deep mud at Charleroi Stadium.

Records from “in the day” aren’t nearly as complete and available as today, but research affirms the 
BVA Football Hall of Fame’s choice of Bert Osborne Sr. is a worthy inductee.

As a senior, playing halfback in a single-wing formation in vogue at the time, he scored 10 of the team’s 
21 touchdowns and accounted for nearly half of its 134 total points. He scored the lone TD in a 6-0 victory 
against Marion’s biggest rival, Belle Vernon High School. 

He also punted, including one amazing 99-yarder. “I kicked from the end zone. The ball just kept on 
rolling to the 1-yard line,” he recalled. “None of us could believe it.”

Osborne played safety on defense. “We played both ways in those days. After I punted, I stayed on 
the field.”

His performance earned him first-team Eastern Conference honors, along with four teammates 
including Tom Banjor (later a Bellmar coach and teacher), Charles (Chuck) Miller, J. Watson and Ray Avery.

In the 1946 yearbook, The Mariton, Miller wrote of Osborne: “To a swell guy and the fastest and best 
back I ever saw.” Basketball Coach W.J. Jesko wrote, “In all my experiences with athletics, you are among 
the leaders.”

As a senior, Osborne co-captained the Marion basketball team whose 16-5 record was best in the 
school’s history and tied for the section title.

Although football recruiting wasn’t what it is today, Duquesne University showed interest in Osborne. 
“I was needed to help at home and went to work for the railroad” until drafted into the military. After four 
years in the U.S. Air Force, he landed a job at the Allenport Plant of Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Co., where 
he retired as an electrician.

Osborne, now 86, still lives in Brownstown with his wife of 65 years, Shirley. They are the parents of 
a daughter, Shawn Staranko, an office worker; Brad, an energy consultant; and Bert Jr., who’s corporate 
sportsbook director for South Point Casino in Las Vegas and its affiliates.
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Ted Pettko
Class of 1989

Belle Vernon football develops 
pride, tradition and leadership.  No 
one better demonstrates those 
characteristics than Ted Pettko.  
One of his teammates, Tom Gobbie 
remembers this about Ted: “He defined 
what I believe Belle Vernon football 
stands for.  He played with an edge, 
toughness and grit -- those are the 
fundamentals of BVA football. Although 
we didn’t have official captains, I 
always looked at him as the captain of 
our team.” 

Though he wasn’t the largest person 
on the team, Ted was recognized as 
having one of the biggest hearts. Ted 
enjoyed a well-earned reputation for 
tenacity, prompting Gobbie to also 
recall, “Of all the years I played, he was 
the one person I hated going against 
in drills.  He went 100% all the time, 
and on every play and every drill.  He 
combined football intelligence, physical skills and a drive that allowed him to always be around the 
play.”

Ted graduated in 1989 and was a three-sport letterman – football, basketball and track.  Coach 
Asmonga challenged Ted to be an athlete and not focus on just one sport.  While playing football, he 
was named BVA Player of the Week eight times over two years, was a two-time conference all-star 
for both offense and defense and was the 1988 team defensive player of the year.  Kevin Sadowski 
noted, “Ted was a team leader and one of the best players on the 1988 Leps.  His nose for the football 
and physical play became obvious to me early on, when he was successful on the first-team goal-
line defense as an undersized sophomore.  Throughout his career, Ted’s play at both linebacker and 
running back typified what Coach Connors would like to say:  “It’s not the size of the dog in the fight; 
it’s the size of fight in the dog.”

The lessons learned on the playing field continue to pay dividends even today, as Ted is a respected 
leader and shareholder at Schneider Downs & Co., one of the nation’s 60 largest accounting firms. 
Sports help teach athletes how to overcome adversity, work effectively with others and appreciate the 
impact of teamwork over individual achievement. Ted has carried those lessons into his professional 
career. 

“Playing football for Belle Vernon is one the greatest influences in my life beyond my parents.  The 
coaches and players have touched my life in developing who I am today,” Ted explained. “Coaches 
Connor, Pabis, Rood, Kroski and others bring back memories.  There is something to be said for 
playing football with your friends that makes it such a memorable experience.  The likes of Sadowski, 
Noble, Aiken, Gobbie, Casciani, Kostolec, Vitale, Ansell, Rudolph, Steeber, Monios, and Fayak are 
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legacy BVA friends and family.  The success of our team was built by the off-field work ethic through 
the weight room, conditioning and the team comradery. I didn’t know it then, but I was learning about 
a lot more than just football.”  

Steve Noble believes “many of the same attributes that have led to Ted’s success in life, his work 
ethic and leadership made our football team successful.”

Reflecting on his playing days, Ted commented, “The BVA football legacy lasts beyond your 
playing days, so much that we have a fantasy football league that is made up of my fellow BVA football 
teammates, with the top team winning the “Conner’s Cup.” “We will forever be teammates in that 
regard.”   

After several college recruiting visits, Ted decided to forgo his football experience and concentrate 
on education.  He selected St. Vincent College and graduated with the Wall Street Journal Student 
Award given to the top business student.  Ted resides in Mt. Lebanon with his wife Kelly (Manack, 
Class of ’88) and their three children, Anthony (14), Teddy (12) and Victoria (10).  Ted actively coaches 
various sports his children are involved in and serves on several board and advisory committees in 
the Pittsburgh area.
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John Barry Senich
Class of 1964

John Barry “Skitch” Senich was a member 
of the 1962 Rostraver Leopard football team and 
was one of three junior starters.  That team went 
undefeated and ended the season as WPIAL Class 
A Co-Champions with Carmichaels.  Barry started 
his football career as a fullback but transitioned to 
offensive and defensive end at the suggestion of 
Coach John Clark (HOF 2006).  He remembers 
Clark saying, “You can play second team fullback 
or try out for first team end.”  The decision was 
simple, and under Clark’s tutelage, Barry became 
skilled at the finer points of blocking for running 
backs Wayne Hewitt (HOF 2001), Jesse Burkes 
(HOF 2000), and Danny Stebans, and receiving 
passes thrown by Roger Sullenberger and Bill Blick 
(HOF 2001).  Barry was an excellent blocker, both 
on the line, next to Pat Gimbara, and especially 
throwing cross-body blocks down field.  Barry was also a member of all special teams, rarely coming off 
the field during a game.  Besides the memorable championship game in the rain and mud, Barry fondly 
recalls Rostraver’s thrilling victory over Class AA Donora.

Barry attributes his success on the gridiron and in life to the lessons taught by his coaches, Ed Hogan 
(HOF 2000), John Clark, Jack Curran (HOF 2008), Chuck Quinn, and Don Williams (HOF 2001).  Those 
lessons included discipline, hard work, and toughness that helped to make him the man he is today.  He is 
especially humbled by the tremendous feeling of being on the field with a great team filled with incredible 
athletes.  As a senior, Barry was a co-captain along with Bill Blick and Roy Dudgeon (HOF 2014).

After graduation in 1964, Barry received a full scholarship to Temple University where he played 
halfback on offense and outside linebacker on defense.  Unfortunately, a neck injury ended his career at 

Temple.
In 1966, Barry enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and, 

upon graduation from boot camp, was awarded the “Honor Man” 
designation by his platoon.  While stationed on Okinawa with the 
5th Tank Battalion, 5th Marine Division, he played quarterback and 
defensive back on the football team that won the base championship.  
Barry is a combat veteran of the Vietnam War where he served with 
the 3rd Tank Battalion, 3rd Marine Division in 1968-69.

After being honorably discharged from the USMC in 1969, Barry 
began his career in information technology.  His positions included 
computer programmer, systems analyst, micro computer specialist, 
and telecommunications officer.  While employed at Kinney Shoe 
Corp, ITT Business Communications, Penn National Insurance, and 
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, Barry had the opportunity 
to play on corporate basketball, softball, and tennis teams, and has 
played racquetball competitively for the past 40 years.

Barry is retired and lives in Harrisburg, PA, with Sandy, his wife 
of 43 years.
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Origin of the Belle Vernon Area Football  
Cheerleaders’ Booster Association

Avid football fans from the predecessor Bellmar and Rostraver school districts operated the 
first “booster clubs” that were smaller, informally organized and engaged in far less exten-
sive programs than today.  They consisted of “a bunch of guys” that largely would   socialize 
with coaches, provide “feeds” for players at the end of camp and raise money for letters 
and sweaters distributed at annual awards programs or an all-sports banquet.  Coaches 
would occasionally show game films to some followers; parents were invited to drop in.

 The Bellmar Boosters Club was headed for many years by Bill Leithold, a Marion High 
School graduate and Pitt football fan. He supervised a concession stand that sold refresh-
ments at the former Bellmar Stadium and later BVA High School (Weir) Stadium as a pri-
mary fund-raiser, along with “half-and-half” drawings.

 The unfortunate and untimely death of a Rostraver football player, Richard O. Dolfi, pro-
vided the impetus for the Rostraver Boosters to become more active. In conjunction with 
school officials, they conceived the 1962 Richard O. Dolfi Award in the player’s memory, an 
award still bestowed each year to the highest academic achiever on the football roster.  

 The Bellmar Boosters that embraced the smaller Rostraver group and consolidated into 
the BVA Boosters held the first regular events open to the public at the East Belle Vernon 
Athletic Association, a social club with many coaches and ex-players from local communi-
ties as members.

 Joe Grata, who had been statistician-manager for Bellmar Coach Bap Manzini’s team, 
joined after graduation and began expanding the organizations reach, including putting out 
a program that included photos and ads for the first time. Prior to then, programs consisted 
of team rosters printed on a double-wide sheet of paper supplied by Coca-Cola and heavily 
advertising its products. For about a dozen years that transcended the merger, the program 
was printed by Henry Badzik at his Donora print shop and continued to expand in size and 
scope.

 The original BVA Boosters Club eventually consolidated with the rival parents group that 
had emerged and was then taken over. The new organization represented football players 
as well as cheerleaders and formed the basis of the highly active group that exists today.

 Other people active in those early boosters’ organizations included Jim Stump, Earl 
Neil, Gerry Jackson Sr., George Relich, Jim Weir and Ed Hogan.

 The Belle Vernon Area Boosters Club would organize and sponsor an annual “All Sports 
Banquet” in conjunction with the BVA School District/Athletic Department for many years, 
always in the spring, before graduation. The site was the popular Twin Coaches Night Club 
until it was destroyed by fire in 1977. 

Joe Grata, BVA school director 

Winter 2011 



32

Executive Office 
1106 Stanton Street  

Monongahela, Pennsylvania  15063
Stephen V. Russell 

General Chairman and Program Book Editor
http://www.monvalleysportshalloffame.com 

(724) 258-3823

MID MON VALLEY ALL SPORTS HALL OF FAME
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Year Conference Rank Won Lost Tie Coach
1965 Big 8 5 4 0 Russell
1966 Big Ten 4 4 1 Russell
1967 Big Ten 4 5 0 Russell
1968 Big Ten 7 3 0 Russell
1969 Big Ten 5 4 0 Fields
1970 Big Ten 2 7 0 Fields
1971 Big Ten 2 7 2 1 Fields
1972 Big Ten 4 5 0 Fields
1973 Big Ten 1 8 0 Fields
1974 Big Ten 4 5 0 Fields
1975 Big Ten 2 7 0 Petrucci
1976 Big Ten 8 2 0 Petrucci
1977 Big Ten 6 4 0 Petrucci
1978 Big Ten Champ 11 1 0 Petrucci
1979 Big Ten Champ 8 2 1 Petrucci
1980 Big Nine Champ 11 1 0 Petrucci
1981 Big Nine 5 5 0 Machesky
1982 Big Nine 3 7 0 Machesky
1983 Big Nine 1 9 0 Machesky
1984 Big Nine 1 9 0 Machesky
1985 Big Nine 5 4 0 Connors
1986 Big Ten 7 3 1 Connors
1987 Big Ten 7 3 0 Connors
1988 Big Nine Co- Champ 7 4 0 Connors
1989 Big Nine Champ 10 2 0 Connors
1990 Keystone 0 9 1 Connors

Belle Vernon Area Football Records
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Year Conference Rank Won Lost Tie Coach
1991 Keystone 3 7 0 Connors
1992 Big Nine 5 4 1 Connors
1993 Big Nine 3 7 0 Ruscitto
1994 Keystone Champ 10 2 0 Dongilli
1995 Keystone Champ 12 2 0 Dongilli
1996 Keystone Champ 11 1 0 Dongilli
1997 Keystone Champ 8 2 0 Dongilli
1998 Keystone-Big Nine Co-Champ 8 2 0 Dongilli
1999 Keystone-Big Nine Champ 11 1 0 Dongilli
2000 Keystone Champ 11 1 0 Dongilli
2001 Keystone 2nd 5 5 0 Cramer
2002 Keystone Champ 7 3 0 Cramer
2003 Keystone 4th 3 7 0 Cramer
2004 Keystone 3rd 5 5 0 Cramer
2005 Keystone 6th 0 10 0 Cramer
2006 Keystone 3rd 5 5 0 Rood
2007 Keystone 2nd 5 5 0 Rood
2008 Big 7 4 6 0 Rood
2009 Big 7 3rd 5 5 0 Krepps
2010 Big 8 2nd 5 5 0 Krepps
2011 Big 8 4th 4 6 0 Krepps
2012 Big Nine 6th 4 6 0 Krepps
2013 Big Nine 5th 4 6 0 Krepps
2014 Big Nine 4th 5 5 0 Humbert

Total 279 226 6
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Celebrating 50 Years of   
BVA Leopard Football  

1965-2015

BAP MANZINI
BE RT R E C HIC HAR BILL B LIC K

C HAR LE S AHLBO RN

C R AIG FAYAK
G ARY C R AME R G E NE B E LC ZYK

J IM
‘B IG DADDY ’ W E IR J O E R UDO LPH J O HN HE W ITT

J O HN W O ZNIAK

Belle Vernon Area Football Hall of Fame:  Marion Generals • Fayette City Bulldogs • North Belle Vernon Jackrabbits 
Belle Vernon Wildcats • Vernon Bulldogs • Bellmar Hurricanes • Rostraver Leopards • Belle Vernon Area Leopards

Committee Members:
Darrin Belsick - Chairman
Jack Fayak - Senior Consultant

Bill Blick- Secretary
Joe Grata - Senior Consultant
John Zunic - Treasurer

Matt Humbert - Head Coach
Rob Harhai - Junior Consultant
Steve Russell - Historian

• Organized November 1999 •


